Trinity College

Trinity College Digital Repository
Trinity College Bulletins and Catalogues (1824 present)

Trinity Publications (Newspapers, Yearbooks,
Catalogs, etc.)

10-1-1949

Trinity College Bulletin, 1948-49 (President's Report)
Trinity College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin

Recommended Citation
Trinity College, "Trinity College Bulletin, 1948-49 (President's Report)" (1949). Trinity College Bulletins and
Catalogues (1824 - present). 584.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin/584

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
the Trinity Publications (Newspapers, Yearbooks,
Catalogs, etc.) at Trinity College Digital Repository. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Trinity College Bulletins
and Catalogues (1824 - present) by an authorized
administrator of Trinity College Digital Repository.

TRINITY
COLLEGE
BULLETIN
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
October 1949

Report of the President

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TRINITY COL~EGE

GEORGB

KErrH

FuNSTON,

i..a.»., LL.D., Preddent• •

WILLIAM GWINN MATBER,

LL.D..
•
CIIAm.Es Gun.FORD WOODWARD, M.A.•.
SAMUEL FERGt180N, M.A.
•
.
NEWTON CASE B~ABD, M.A •••
PmuP JAMES McCOOK, LL.D.
•
JAMES WPINCOTI' GooDWIN, B.A. •
•
MARTIN WITHINGTON CLEMENT, SC.D., LL.D.
JOHN HENRY KELSO DAVIS, M.A •• •
L4WSON PtnmY, LL.D. •
•
ROBERT BARNARD O'CoNNOB, M.F.A • •
RICBARDSON WRIGHT, M.A. •
.
•
•
GEORGE STANLEY STEVENSON, LL.D.
•
•
LYMAN BuSHNELL BRAINERD, B.A., SecretanJ•
BERN BUDD, LL,B.
•
•
ALLEN NoRnlEY JONES, M.A.
ARNOLD HENRY M08ES, B.A.•
JEROME PIERCE WEBSTER, M.D.

LOUIS WELTON DoWNES, SC.D.

JOHN RICHARD Coo:s::, JR,, B,s,• ,
ROBERT SEYMOUR MORRIS, M.S. •
JAMBS BENSON WEBBER,
M.B.A.
GEORGE CLEVELAND CAPEN, B.A.
ff.ARoLD l&oNABD SMITH, LL.B.
RoNALD EARL KINNEY, B.s.t.
.

JR.,

t.

f .

Hartford
Cleveland
Hartford
West Hartford
Hartford
New York
Hartford
Philadehmia
Hartford
New York
New York
New York
NewH11ven
West Hartford
New York
New York
West Hartford
New York
Providence
Hartford
West Hartford
Detroit
West Hartford
New York
Philadelphia

ADVISORY COUNCIL
RT. REv. ERNEST MILMORE STIRES, D.D••
EDGAR FRANCIS WATERMAN, LL.it.
TJJOMAS WRIGHT Russ.ELL, B.A. •
•

THE

THE HoN. FR.Ame LANGDON WILCOX, a.A.

JAMES LEwJ8 THOMSON, PB,B.
WILLIAM HANMER EATON, B.S.

ARTHUR HowABD HuGBES,

•
•

PB.D,, L,B.D., DEAN
•
•
Jn., M.B.A., TREASURER

JosEPB WINTON GETZBND.ANNER,

Garden City
Hartford
Hartford
Berlin, Conn.
West Hartford
Pitts8eld, Mass.

Hartford
Hartford

West

• These members of the Board form the Executive Committee.
f Elected by the Alumni.

Issued six times a year by Trinity College-January, ~arch,
May, July, October, and November; Entered fanuary 12, 19Q4, at
Hartford, Connecticut, as second-class matter, under the Act of
Congress of July 1~ 1894. Accepted for maUlng at special rate
of postage provided for In Sectwn 1108, Act of October 3, 1917,
authorized March 3, 1919.

VouJME XLVI

NEW SERIES

NUMBER

5

TRINITY COLLEGE
BULLETIN
The Report of
PRESIDENT G. KEITH FUNSTON
on the

One Hundred Twenty Sixth Year

HARTFORD

CONNECTICUT

THE LONG WALK

Report of the President
To the Trustees of Trinity College:
As President of Trinity College, I have the honor to submit my
annual report covering the academic year 1948-1949-the 126th in
the history of the College.
During the year, seyeral of my colleagues remarked that campus
life was resuming its pre-war pattern. Enrollm~nt increased but
moderately over the previous year. Only the freshmen were faced
with adjustment to college life. Most faculcy members had taught
at least one academic year at Trinity. The admi¢strative staff had
gained experience, and the intensive fund-raising program had
been completed successfu~. It was indeed reassuring to me to
learn that college life would not always be as tempestuous and
as demanding as I found it to be during the preceding three years.
This comparative serenity on the Trinity ~pus was not
matched, however, in higher education on the national scene.
Many colleges and universities were storm centers. A growing appreciation of the menace of world Communism to the national
security of the United States caused the public eye to see red
instead of green on the nation's campuses. As I have said before,
I believe tliat there is very little Communism in the colleges and
universities of the nation. It is a proved fact, of course, that there
are fellow travelers in college circles just as there are in all other
segments of our society, but an overwhelmingly large percentage
of college and university teachers is loyal to the democratic
principle. It is probably equally true that our institutions of
higher education have failed to present to the public the true
facts about campus Communism. They have not been helped by
those who are attempting to stretch the doctrine of academic
freedom to protect the tenure of teachers who are also ~dcarrying Communists. Any effort to use the cherished doctrine of
academic freedom to defend Communist teachers, who cannot
possibly teach objectively, seems to me to be misguided and to
mock the ability of the academic world to draw a line between
freedom and license. If pe~isted in, the effort may well result in
an ~nraged public opinion and steps to weaken or even to destroy
the protection afforded hr the p_rincipal of academic freedom.
Higher education would do well to agree unanimously that a
proved Communist party member is an unfit teacher, and concentrate on the more difficult and important task of defending as
a group those teachers charged with being "pink" until they have
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been P!Oved. as individuals, to be unfit teachers. Confident that
the colleges have the courage to call red "red", the public might
listen wifl;i an open mind as educators rightfully decry witchhunts, teacher loyalty oaths, and prescribecl textbooks.
During the year there was also widespread debate about federal aid to education. As an educator who believes that the richest nation on earth should increase its relative expenditure for
education, my first inclination is to accept with gratitude, and
without question, any additional funds that can be obtained for
education despite the source. Idealistically, it makes little sense
for the nation to be spending_per annum fourteen and one-hall
billions for armaments, nine billions for veteran welfare, four and
one-half billions to help forei~ countries, and ( exclusive of the
G. I. Bill) only six billions on education, the lifeblood of democracy. But "Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes."
As a citizen, and one who is engaged especially in studring
the expenditures and powers of government, I do not believe that
at this time the federal government should extend its program
of aid to education at any level. On fiscal grounds the federal
government cannot afford to increase appropriations for education until it is able to make drastic economies elsewhere. On
grounds of governmental philosophy, the states should be encouraged to solve for themselves problems in fields for which
ther are historically responsible. This includes education. It is
hard for me to visualize any present crisis, in education or e~ewhere, that is serious enough to justify further concentration of
power and responsibi~ty in our federal government.
I am neither unmindful of, nor ungrateful for, the ai4 Tripity
has received these past few years from the federal .government
through the G. I. Bill of Rights. Last year half the college income
was derived from student tuition payments made by the Veter~
Administration. The year before two thirds of the college income
came from this source. The benefits of such a program to the
nation are undeniable. When the federal government is in a.
sound financial condition, a program of scholarship aid for superior and needy students, as individuals, might be warranted. Certainly now is not the time for it. It is encouraging to note in Harold
G. Moulton's recent book the conclusion that the United
States possesses the natural resources and productive capacity to
support a thirty-fold increase in expenditures on education and
health within the coming century. In the immediate years ahead,
while pressing for and accepting what appear to be immediate
gains, American education must make certain not to obtain them
at the sacrifice of principle and thereby jeopardize the opportunity
for achieving such a long term goal.
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In Connecticut, an educational tempest arose. Legislation was
proposed which seemed to educators to be contrary to the best
interests of the state's educational institutions and of the people of
the state. As President of the Connecticut Council on Higher
Education, I devoted a considerable amount of time in the effort
to counter these legislative misapprehensions. The most co~•
troversial bills would have attempted to regulate admissions to
schools and colleges by forbidding exclusion of candidates be•
cause of race, religion, creed, color, or national origin. A survey
made by the State Interracial Commission purport~d to show
that racial and religious discrimination existea in the state, and
specifically in the institutions of higher learning whic'1 it classed
as private and non•denominational. Using figures from the very
survey made by the Commission, the colleges in question, of
which Trinity was one, were able to prove that there was no dis·
crimination in admissions. In addition it was shown that the
proposed laws, by forcing colleges to adopt impractical adminis•
trative procedures, would disrupt the educational system of the
state and the operations of the colleges. As a result, the legisla•
tion did not pass. In the course of the hearings, it became evi•
dent that people have little knowledge of admission methods and
problems, especially in iru;titutions which must select among a
great many applicants.
I can assure you that there is equality of consideration for all
young men seeking admission to Trinity College. We attempt to
choose a diversified student body composed of young men repre•
senting a cross section of the best in American life-young men
of all creeds and races, representing all social and economic
levels, and coming from all parts of the United States and from as
many foreign countries as possible. Criteria for selection are
intellectual ability, academic accomplishment and motivation,
capacity for leadership, character, a.nd emotional maturity. The
College does not inquire about an applicant's race, religiot1s creed,
color, or national origin; each applicant is judged as an individual
on the basis of the criteria I have mentioned. From among the
hundreds of young men applying for the 225 positions in each
freshman class, the Committee on Admissions attempts to choose
the men who rank the highest after all criteria are considered.
Among men with the same comparative general ranking, place
of residence is sometimes a factor as a basis of selection. Trinity
is a national institution and derives substantial educational benefits
by the association of young men from all sections of the country.
The application of geographical considerations is weighted,
however, to the collective advantage of Connecticut, and espe•
cially of Greater Hartford Youth. As past performance proves,
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Trinity recognizes its obligation to the State and especially to
the community of Hartford to provide an educational opportunity for a sizeable number of local youths.
The Committee's judgment, based on long experience, represents the application of an art, not of an exact science. There is
no simple "go'~ or "no-go" gauge such as is used in industrial
ma.ss production, by which to measure college applicants. I am
satisfied that Trinity's Committee is pedorming its duties fairly
and ca_pably and that the admissions 12rocedure just outlined is
the only intelligent and practical way by which admissions can
be handled. An anti-discrimination law would make it more
difficult for Connecticut colleges and universities to continue
to exercise their long-term leadership in teaching, by precept
and example, that all men are created equal and d~serve equal
opportunity.
The past academic year would be notable if for no other
reason than that the Trustees of the Watkinson Library of
Reference decided to seek legal approval for turning over their
books and funds to Trinity College. The Watkinson Trustees
were motivated by a realization that a research type of library
must be attached to a strong educational institution if it is
to progress, to be adequately protected and utilized, and in general to serve the purpose in contemporary society contemplated
by its founder alniost a century ago. The Watkinson Library was
founded as a reference library in 1857 by the will of David
Watkinson, one of the founders and first Trustees of Trinicy College. Over the years it has accumulated a remarkable collection
of 130,000 volumes, many valuable pamphlets, and about $90,000
in endowment. It is rich in the fields of Fine Arts, Romance
Languages, English Philology and Literature, English and American Histocy, and in sets of transactions and proceedings of American and foreign scientific and learned societies. About two hun•
dred books in the collection were printed before the year 1500,
and thpusands are of the 17th and 18th century. The combination
of the Watkinson and Trinity libraries would create one of the
nation's really significant libraries and one of the best possessed
by any s~all American College. To make unification financially
possible, an anonymous donor generously has promised Trinity
a gift of $300,000 contingent upon Court approval of transfer of
the books to the Trinity campus. This sum together with the library building fund of $365,000 would make it possible for Trinity to expand its library facilities to accommodate the Watkin•
son books. The latter would continue to retain their own identity
in the Trinity library. The proposal for union will be brought
before the Superior Court of Connecticut in its November session.
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Its approval is by no means a foregone conclusion. Let all
Trinity men and friends of Trinity hope that the decision of the
Court may be favorable!
TRUSTEES AND ADMINISTRATION
Four outstanding alumni were added to the Board of Trustees
last fall-Louis W. Downes, '88, John R. Cook, Jr., '10, Robert S.
Morris, '16, and James B. Webber, Jr., '34. As would be expected
of men who are both extreme~ capable and devoted to the Col..
lege, they are making a valuable contribution to the Board. Mr.
Cook was elected a member of the Executive Committee.
In June, Mr. Ronald E. Kinney, '15, was elected Alumnus
Trustee for a three..year term, succeeding Mr. Lispenard B.
Phister, '20, whose term of office expired.
A great loss was suffered by the entire Trinity Community in
the passing of the Honorable Frederic C. Wolcott, Hon. '28, who
had served as a member of the Corporation for fourteen years.
Through the generosity of the family of Owen Morgan, '06, an
official ·college mace for use on ceremonial occasions is being
fashioned and will be given to the College in memory of o~r
beloved collea~e.
The increased size of the College made it desirable to create
a new administrative position-Dean of Students-to which Joseph
C. Clarke was promoted from his position as Assistant Dean. Dean
Clarke acts as coordinator of all student activities, is responsible
for student discipline and general welfare, and for upperclass
counselling. The problems in this connection have grown in
quantity, if not in variety, with the large increase in the size of
the student body. Dean Clarke has managed to bear up under
the load and has lent a sympathetic ear to all students who
brought their troubles to him. He has not been hesitant either
in reminding his colleagues that the purpose of the College is
to serve its students or in pointing out to the students their responsibilities. Dean Clarke has inaugurated several new pro..
grams which should result in a better college life for our young
men.
The Board of Fellows was active during th~ year and pre..
sented an excellent report on the Library. A special Trustees'
Committee was appointed to recommend an up-to-date definition
of the duties of the Fellows.
Applications for admission to the freshman class declined about
twenty per cent from the previous year. This approximated the
experience of the other member colleges of the College Entrance
Examination Board. The College had almost four applications
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for every one of the 225 openings in the freshman class. Comparatively few applications were received from veterans and there
will be only six in the entering group. No doubt the secondary
school visiting program inaugurated four years ago is playing a
significant part in keeping the volume and qualicy of applications
at a high level. During the year, Mr. Holland and Mr. Peelle
visited 175 schools-eighfy-one private, and ninety-six public.
This was an increase of seventy-five per cent and 195 percent,
respectively, over the prograt!!s undertaken during the previous
two years. Next year they will visit about two hundred schools.
I am convinced that the visiting program is important and that
it will continue to enable the college to fill its freshman class each
year with young men of promise who can best profit from a
Trinity education.
THE FACULTY
After serving the College with unselfish devotion and loyalty
for thirty years, Professor Haroutune Mugurclich Dadourian,
Seabury Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, retired at the end of the academic year. His achievements as a
scientific scholar brouglit honor to Trinity. But principally he has
earned a permanent place in the minds and hearts of Trinity
men as a great teacher who insisted on hi2b standards of accomplishment by each student. How vividly I remember my
own experiences in his classes where, with no little prodding, I
lost my fear of complicated appearing formulae and mathematical
signs. Vigorous as ever, Professor Dadourian has just completed
two textbooks and is now working on a third. Consequently we
expect to see him often on the campus.
At the end of the academic year eight other teachers left the
College for other assigJ!ments. Dr. Christopher Salmon who came
to Trinity two and a hall y:ears ago from England as Visiting
Lecturer in Philosophy to fill in while Professor Means was on
leave, has been appointed Professor of Philosophy at Vanderbilt
University. C. Stanley Ogilvy and John H. Whittemore left the
Mathematics and Romance Language departments to undertake
full-time study for the Doctor's degree. Alvin Glassner of Chemistry, Captain lohn J. McGann of Air Science (R.O.T.C.),
Joseph B. Beid er of Physical Education. Francis J. Deignan
of Psychology, and Alphonse J. Bellavia of Romance Languages
went to other institutions. Trinity is grateful for the loyal service
these men have given.
There were several well deserved promotions during the course
of the year:
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Blanchard W. Means, to Associate Professor of Philosophy
D. G. Brinton Thompson, to Associate Professor of History
Stuart L. Parks, to Assistant Director of Physical Education
Mitchel N. Pappas, to Instructor in Fine Arts
After an extensive search, Dr. Harold Laird Dorwart, Professo1
of Mathematics at Washington and Jefferson College, was engaged to succeed Professor Dadourian as Seabury Professor of
Mathematics and Natural Philosopl'!y. Mr. Donald B. Engley,
Librarian of Norwich University, will undertake duties as Associate Librarian during the middle of July. These two men meet
the high standards which the Joint Committee on Appointments
and Promotions has set for the Senior staff at Trinity. I am sure
that they will contribute much to the College.
Other new faculty afu~~tments are as follows:
Major John B. Fo
USAF, Assistant Professor of Air Science and Tactics
Walter D. Leavitt, Instructor in Romance Languages
Dwight F. Mowery, Jr., Instructor in Chemistry
Maynard Savin, Instructor in English
Andrew H. Souerwine, Instructor in Psychology
Robert W. Stoughton, Instructor in Education
Alfred J. Wright, Jr., Instructor in Romance Languages
Arthur H. Christ, Instructor in Physical Education
Alonzo G. Grace, Jr., Instructor in Mathematics
Seldom does a small college have an opportunity for clos~ association with a world-famed scholar which equals Trinity•s privilege during the past two and one half years when Sir Alfred
Zimmern, Professor Emeritus of International Rel3:tions at Oxford.
has been serving Trinity as Visiting Professor of International
Relations. Although next year he plans to devote his full time
to the Hartford Study Center for World Affairs, Sir Alfred's relationship with the College will continue to be close, albeit more
informal.
Last year the American Association of University Professors
made a comprehensive survey of faculty salaries paid at a great
many institutions of higher education. Their findings indicated
that the salary level at Trinity compared very favorably with those
at other New England and Eastern institutions of our size and
type. This conclusion corroborated studies which I have made
personally in previous years. Nevertheless, it provides no excuse
for complacence. To be satisfied with the comparative fairness of
our salaries relative to those of other colleges is to overlook entirely the fact that teachers• salaries generally are much too low
compared with those enjoyed not only in other professions, but
even in the trades. Costs of living are high in an urban communi-
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ty such as Hartford. We will continue to do our best to increase
salaries as fast and as much as possible.
A faculty committee, and then the Treasurer, studied carefully the feasibility of undertaking residential construction for
faculty members on the south campus. Despite the great need
and desirabili!f for such housing, the project was dropped when
it became evident that suitable dwellings could not be constructed
at a cost which could be amortized by rents that faculty members could afford to pay.
THE ALUMNI
The steadily increasing interest of the alumni in the College is
heartening. Under the new constitution adopted a year ago, the
Alumni Association of Trinicy College was reorganized. With
the excellent leadership of John R. Reitemeyer, Jr., '21, it undertook new and major responsibilities and carried them forward
effectively. A committee with RaYII!ond A. Montgomery, '25, as
chairman. planned and conducted the best lune Reunion weekend in my memory. A regional alumni scho arship program was
worked out and made operative in the Hartford, Philadelphia,
and New York areas. For the first time the Alumni Association
undertook the annual Alumni Fund Campaign and raised $19,700 from 862 contributors. The fact that the fund did not reach
the goal of $30,000 set by the Association, is not alarming since
943 alumni are still paying on pledges made to the 125th Anniversary Development Program. The College owes the National
Chairman of tlie Alumni Fund, Sydney D. Pinney, '18, and his
Committee its deepest gratitude for a pioneering job well done.
I trust that a sound basis has now been laid for a sizeable Alumni
Fund in the years to come.
The National Association also undertook the task of setting
up a bequest program and of establishing sub-freshman interviewing, scholarship, and placement committees. Plans are being
made to accomplish these objectives.
Over half of the alumni body has graduated from Trinity
since 1934. Indeed, for the past three years, student enrollment in
the College has been equivalent to almost a guarter of the total
number of living alumni. Such a comparatively small and young
alumni body imposes definite handicaps in our efforts to expand
the resources of the College. Fortunately our alumni are exceedingly loyal as is indicated by their achievements in the 125th
Anniversary Program and by the aid rendered during the academic year just past. This is reassuring because in the years to
come the College will need to rely heavily on an expanding
Alumni Fund.
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THE STUDENT BODY
During the academic year the College provided instruction
for a total of almost 1600 different students. This number was
slightly less than the number served during the previous academic
year because of a decline in the number of students attending
summer school and extension classes. The regular college enrolled 901 students, an increase of twenty men over the previous
year. Classes remained small, with an average of only nineteen
men to a class. Eighty-one percent of all classes had less than
twenty-five men enrolled in them. I believe this is somewhat unusual in these days of overcrowded colleges and universities.
While more students could be accommodated in the Extension
Division, or in the Summer School, it is apparent that a student
body of nine hundred students is too large for the regular college. We had predicted that the academic year under review
would represent the peak enrollment of the College. It was hoped
that thereafter the trend would be downward to an optimum
size, as yet undetermined but ,r.erhaps between 750 and 800
which appears to represent the break even" point for financial
operation. Contrary to prognostication the College this fall will
be moderately larger than last year. Although the graduating
class numbered only 187, it was thought desiraole to continue the
policy of admitting a freshman class of 225 men. This fall each
of the four classes in College will include about 225 men so the
replacements will no longer exceed graduates. I have the temerity,
therefore, to predict once again that the coming academic year
will represent Trinity's peak enrollment.
At the Commencement exercises 210 students received their
degrees: 106 Bachelor of Arts; 81 Bachelor of Sci~nce; 21 Master
of Arts; and 2 Master of Science.
The Dean reports that the academic work of the students remained about the same as the year before and considerably
above the long term average. The average of aU grades received by Trinity students was 75.9 percent. Sixteen men were
elected to Phi Beta Kappa, thirteen to Pi Gamma Mu, and twentysix to Sigma Pi Sigma, the national honor~ society qf Physics, a
chapter of whicli was established on the campus during the
year. Twelve percent of the student body had a Dean's list average of 85, and only fifteen percent failed one or more of their
five courses.
Required withdrawals for scholastic reasons were less than
three percent of the student body. Twenty-four men were required to withdraw, compared with forty-two the pr~vious year.
One reason for this improvement was a chan~e in faculty rules
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which tightened probation but made it almost impossible for a
student to be required to withdraw unless he had been on pro•
bation for a semester. Formerly many freshmen were required
to leave at midyears of their mst year, sometimes without ade•
quate warning. Of nineteen men who would have been required
to withdraw at midyears under the old rules, fourteen were back
in good standing in June. Coupled with our counselling program,
the revised plari should make it possible for more young men to
surmount initial difficulties and go on to graduation.
The student body accepted further responsibility in the Col•
lege's program to place a larger measure of self-government in
student hands. Inspiring in his leadership in this connection was
Herman R. D. (Boots) Holljes, President of the Student Body,
who died in his sleep last .November. His fellow classmates are
enshrining his memory in two kneeler en<l;s in the Chapel. The
duties of the Senate and Medusa were better defined, and an
lnterdormitory Council formed. The Interfraternity Council re•
vised its rules for social conduct, which were approved by the
College and incorporated in new regulations for student conduct.
Student discipline was good as a result of the fair, but firm, policy
applied by the Deans and because of the increased sense of
responsibility shown by the student body. I hope the latter is the
~tart of a trend and not an illusory phenomenon.
The Interfraternity Council established a deferred rushing plan
for this fall which prohibits the rushing or pledging of underclassmen until the sophomore year. The plan has many advantages and I hope it will prove a success. Among other things it
enables the existing chapters to enroll a larger percentage of the
upper three classes than was possible formerlr. Deferred rushing
makes it necessary for the College to board all resident freshmen
and to plan a social program for freshmen to replace that provided
by the fraternities. Plans are being mad~ to do these things although the absence of any sort of student union building is a rea1
handicap.
Alumni of the former Phi Gamma Delta and Alpha Tau Kappa
Chapters have formed a local fraternity named Tau Alpha. In due
time they undoubtedly will seek a national affiliation. A local
society to serve all who wish to join was started and chose the
name Brownell. In its first year, the Brownell Club enrolled
eighty members and flourished. It represents a valuable addition
to Trinity campus life.
The fraternities at Trinity are contributing to the educational
program of the College and are providing an irreplaceable center
of social life. I hope that two or three more chapters may be
added during the next few years. The adequacy of present fra-
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ternity houses is a question which is being discussed with increasing frequency. The Board of Fellows is undertaking a special
study to see if it can develop a constructive plan for the housing
of fraternities in the years to come.
THE EXTENSION DIVISION AND SUMMER SCHOOL
The 1948 Summer School was shortened to six weeks in order
to provide an opportunity to catch up on some much delayed
maintenance work. It was attended by 479 students, representing
some ninety colleges and universities. The 1949 Summer School
w~ lengthened to ten weeks and has a total of 478 men and
wom~n enrolled. The faculty is drawn largely from the Trinity
staff and is teaching an average of only seventeen students per
class.
Extension Division enrollment declined somewhat over the
previous year. This trend downward may continue to be expected
in view of the decreasing number of veterans seeking college
admission. Even so, almost four hundred people of Hartford
were enrolled. It was possible to find room in the regular college
for twenty extension students who were accepted as transfer
students. Including the regular college, Extension and Summer
School, Trinity provided an opportunity for high~r education during the year to more than a thousand citizens of the Greater
Hartford area-no small contribution to the community for a small
college.
THE COLLEGE CURRICULUM
The Faculty revised the B.A. Degree tequirement_s in general
education. The number of required courses were reduced by two;
wider selection of courses within basic requirements was permitted; and general education courses were required to be completed during the freshman and sophomore years. Linguistics will
no longer be a mandatory course for all arts students. Two years
of modern language will be required for admission, and the 2assing. of one intermediate course in the same langauge in college
· will satisfy the B.A. Degree requirements.
One year of mathematics is being retained in the curriculum
as a cour~e required of all students for graduation. The freshman
mathematics course is being revised so that a student will not be
forced to draw upon an inadequate or forgotten background of
higher algebra. I believe strongly that the faculty is well advised
in its continued insistence that the liberally trained men should
have at least a speaking acquaintance with analytical geometry
and the calculus.
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A new required physical education program was put into effect
during the year. It is designed to develop, to a greater extent
than formerly, interest and skill in sports in which the student
will have an opportunity to participate after graduation. Men
must now achieve basic knowledge and some skill in individual
sports such as golf and tennis. At the same time added emphasis
has been given to the intramural program which was expanded
greatly during the year.
.
Although I do not subscribe to the theory that a winning
season in intercollegiate athletics is of vital importance to a college, I am nevertheless happy to see Trinity teams victorious.
Paced by the football team, the major sports teams won about as
many games as they lost. In all varsity sports, Trinity teams won
forty percent of the contests in which they engaged. The freshman
class was outstanding in sports, winning eighty-one percenl: of
its major sports contests and sixty-eight percent of all its contests.
It is interesting to note that almost a quarter of the student body
won either a varsity or a freshman letter-an indication that in a
small college a student has a good opportunity to participate successfully in varsity intercollegiate sports.
In its first year the Air Forces R.O.T.C. program proved successful. The course is divided into a Basic and an Advanced
part, so that last year only freshmen and juniors, along with a
handful of veterans from other classes, were eligible. Nevertheless, there was an enrollment of eighty-four in Military Science
I, and of seventeen in Military Science 3, a registration which
augurs well for the future.
Economics continued to be the most popular major, enrolling
about a fifth of the upperclassmen. General Arts was the next
most popular 'major, followed by Engineering, History, and Premedical studies. Sixty-one percent of the uppercla~smen were
seeking the B.A. degree; the remainder the B.S. degree.
Including the freshman year, more students were registered
in English courses than in any other one subject. History and
Economics followed in that order.
EVENTS OF THE YEAR
On September 24, 1948, Governor James C. Shannon, Maror
Cyril Coleman, and Bishop Walter H. Gray participated in the
Convocation which opened the 126th year of the College.
The Faculty Committee on Lectures and Entertainment under
the able leadership of Professor Harold J. Lo~kwood presented a
full program for the enrichment of the intellectual life of our
students and of the citizens of the community.
Speakers were:
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Michael M. Dorizas, Professor of Geography, Wharton School
of Finance, University of Pennsrlvania-"The Highlights of the Present World Scene.'
George H. Hamilton, Associate Professor of Art, Yale University "Problems in Russian Art History."
James H. Baxter, Regius Professor at the University of St.
Andrews, Scotland-"The Lands of the Iron Curtain."
Bradford W ashbum, Director of the Boston Museum of Science-'The Conquest of Mt. McKinley."
Brigadier General Edgar E. Hume, Army General Staff Corps
-"The Romance of Military Government in Italy and
Austria."
Earl R. Sikes, Professor of Economics, Dartmouth College.
"The Economic System of the Soviet Union."
Matthew Spinka, Professor of Medieval and Modem Church
History:, Hartford Theological Seminary-"Religion in
Russia."
Marsh W. ·White, Professor of Physics, Pennsylvania State
College-"Physicists in Peace and War."
William T. Salter, Chairman of the Department of Pharmacology, Yale Medical School and
William W. Watson, Chairman of the Physics Department,
Yale University-"Medical and Industrial Applications
of Atomic Energy."
Dr. Earl M. Bowra, Warden of Wadham College, Oxford, delivered the Moore Greek Lecture entitled "The Classical Background of English Poetry." Every fortnight Sir Alfred Zimmem
devoted a Thursday evening to "Commentaries on World Affairs"
which brought the authoritative analysis of this great scholar to
bear on contemporary problems of international relations.
Professor Clar~nce Watters arranged for a series of four organ
and two choir recitals in the Chapel which were very well received. The Glee Club gave an outdoor concert on the catnpus,
and sang Mozart's "Requiem" in the Chapel with th~ Pembroke
Gl~e Club. They also sani a half hour program in the "Songs
of New England Colleges series of the New England network
of the National Broadcasting Company. One evening in June
after the close of College, the campus was crowded with townspeople to hear a distinguished recital played by nine of the
nation's leading carilloneurs who were assembled for a Congress
of the Guild of Carilloneurs in North America, an organization
founded by the late President Ogilby.
In addition to the programs sponsored by the College, the various student organizations brought many distinguished speakers .
to the campus.
·
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On February 12th, dedication ceremonies were held in the new
dormitory named in memory of John P. Elton, '88, former chairman of the Board of Trustees, and in the new field house. Given
in memory of the seventy Trinity men who lost their lives in
World War II, Memorial Field House was the scene of a solemn
dedication ceremony witnessed by many of the parents of the
young men who made the supreme sacrifice. General Archie
J. Old of the United States Air Force gave the main address.
Open house was held in both buildings during the afternoon and
a sports program was presented for donors of the Field House in
the evening.
As a focal point to stimulate a community program on atomic
energy, Trinity brought the Exhibit of the l3r~khaven National
Laboratory to Hartford for four days at the Municipal Building, and for four days on the campus. About 4,000 people visited
the Exhibit. In addition, the College arranged two large public
lectures on atomic energy.
Forty-two individual radio programs and about 2,500 newspaper articles also helped bring Trinity to the attention of the
city, state, and nation.
For the first time, Commencement exercises were held on a
Sunday afternoon instead of on a Monday morning. General Omar
N. Bradley delivered the charge to the Senior Class and Dean
John M. Mitchell, '20, gave the Commencement address. The
traditional Open Air Service on· Sunday morning was combined
with the Baccalaureate Service at which the Rev. John E. Large,
'28, preached the sermon. In addition to those just named, honorary degrees were awarded to Isidore Wise, Sydney D. Pinney,
'18, Livingston W. Houston, Thomas B. McCabe, and Bishop
Charles K. Gilbert. There was general agreement that Sunday
afternoon was a good time for the Commencement exercises. It
enabled many more alumni, parents, and citizens of the community to be present.
THE CAMPUS
Memorial Field House and Elton Hall were completed and
occupied during the fall. Both are completely satisfactory. Their
usefulness makes us wonder how the college ever managed to
get along without them. The apartment building at 90-92 Vernon
Street was purchased at auction. It is divided into twelve small
apartments which will be rented to faculty membei-s after the
present tenants are able to make other arrangements.
The Trustees were finally able to persuade the donor of the
Chapel to allow them to give this beautiful building the name by
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which it has been called unofficially since its construction. The
Chapel was named officially the William Gwinn Mather Chapela name of which Trinity is very proud.
The program of putting the grounds and buildings in good condition was continued. A parking lot for two hundred cars was
con_structed behind Hallden Lafioratory and the former parking
area behind Hamlin Dining Hall was converted into campus.
Several hundred young fir trees were planted. The tennis courts
were improved and the first step taken in a seven year program
to replace dormitory furniture. Extensive repairs and improvements were made in many of the buildings. Few of the changes
will be apparent to an alumnus visiting the campus but nevertheless they represent major improvements. They were very costly.
There is still a huge backlog of rehabilitation and improvement
work which should be undertaken as soon as funds can be obtained. It is unfortunate that the economics of college operation
make it impossible to establish a depreciation reserve which
could be tapped for much of this work.
Another ehn tree succumbed to the Dutch Elm disease. No
effort or expense is being spared in order to protect our trees
from this scourge.
Negotiations are in process with the City of Hartford to ascertain what arrangements may be made to protect the interests of
the College and the safety of its students from the increasingly
heavy traffic on Vernon and Summit Streets.
COLLEGE FINANCES
At the end of the Academic year it was gratifying to find that
the College budget was balanced and that there was an excess
of income over expenses of $861. Total income was $34,000 lower
than the year before due mainly to decreased enrollment in the
Summer School and Extension Courses. Total expense was reduced proportionately. A balanced budget would not have been
possible, however, had it not been for the Alumni Fund, or had
there not been a ·large attendance at Summer and Extension
Schools.
· The rate of return on consolidated endowment funds was 5.15
percent against 5.02__percent last year. This is, I believe, a very
high figure for a college to obtain. Althou~ endowment funds
increased $203,000 during the year, Trinity s financial resources
are so small in terms of current needs that endowment income
accounted for only twenty one percent of total income, compared
with sixty percent in 1928.
Land, Buildings, and Equipment increased by a little over
$900,000 as a result of the construction of two new buildings and
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the purchase of the Vernon Street apartment house. It was
necessary to borrow $25,000 to finance the latter. In addition a
note for $146,000 is still owed on Elton Hall.
Losses on the operation of the dining hall were ended by turning over the operation of that activity to an outside food management concern. The accounting for the Athletic Association was
incorporated into the College Accounting system at the beginning of the year. As of June 30, 1949, there were 943 pledges for
a total of $72,000 outstanding in the 125th Anniversary Development Program.
Tuition was raised by $100 to a $600 total effective in September of this year. This represents a total increase in tuition of $200
or fifty percent since the end of the war. Lower food costs made
it possible to lower board charges by seven and one-half per cent.
A decrease in veterans in the student body from s~ two percent in 1947-48 to forty five per cent in 1948-49 was reflected in
an increase in scholarship expense of $8,000. Only half of the
men applying. were given scholarship aid. The grants generally
were much less than was requested or would have been desirable.
We are budgeting $40,000 for scholarships for the coming year
and may expect tlie demands for scholarsliip help to treble within
the next few years. Before the war, when the student body was
a little over half the present size and when the tuition charge
was only half as large, Trinity granted about $40,000 per year in
scholarships. It is clear, therefore, that our goal to find the funds
with which to grant $75,000 in scholarships each year is not out
of proportion to past accomplishment. Neither is it out of Une
with present scholarship policies of other colleges of our type
and size. It is no wonder that the Dean in his annual report says
"From my point of view, the College's need for a ,considerable
increase in scholarship funds takes precedence over every other
problem that confronts us. With each passing year it becomes
more apparent that we shall be laboring under a crippling handicap if we have to remain within the confines of our currently available income for scholarships." The Secretary of Admissions is
equally eloquent in his plea for more and larger scholarships.
My major concern continues to be a search for the funds W!-th .
which to operate the college and improve its service~. No source
can be overlooked, and I do hope that any alumnus or friend who
has any ideas about how, or where, additional funds may be
secured will communicate with me.
GIFTS AND BEQUESTS
Gifts and Beguests other than for the Development Program
or Alumni Fund totalled $153,624.14 and are listed on the following page.
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GIFTS AND BEQUESTS
RECEIVED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1949
OTHER THAN 125TH ANNIVERSARY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
AND ALUMNI FUND GIFTS

Endowment Funds:
Estate of M~IJ~erite Fairfax BuffingtonJoseph B
gton Fund ( Reported
last year without dollar amount) ..•.

$35,019.25

Charles T. Easterby, '16-Charles T.
Easterby Scholarship Fund ....... .

3,000.00

Ward Melville-General Fund ....... .

520.89

W. Blair Roberts, 'OS-General Fund ••

758.00

Estate of John Sabine Smith-John
Sabine Smith Fund .........•...•

10,000.00

Swig & Weiler Charity Fund-General
Fund ...••..•.................•

1,000.00

Edwin P. Taylor, Jr.-Edwin P. Taylor
III Scholarship Fund ........•.•.

1,250.00

Estate of Eliza W. Valentine-Porter
Memorial Fund •...•.............

25,000.00

Isidore Wise-Isidore Wise Fund ••..•

10,000.00

Estate of Frank D. Woodruff', '83-Frank
D. Woodruff' Fund •...•.....•...

37,410.58

Anonymous Gifts .....•...........•

4,000.00

Miscellaneous Gifts •..•...••...••.•

325.00

CUJTen,t and Special Puf'f'086 Funds:
Karl W. Hallden, '09-Hallden Engineering Laboratory ............. .

$5,351.42

Estate of Albert C. Hamlin, '87-Albert
Church Hamlin Fund ....•••......

1,286.10

.Hartford Foundation for Public GivingMotion Picture Equipment ••..••..

5,000.00

Mrs. Owen Morgan-Agency FundOwen Morgan Memorial Mace •...

4,000.00

Trustees and Friends-Remsen B. Ogilby
Portrait ........................•

$128,283.72

2,200.00

Anonymous Gifts .................. .

6,400.00

Miscellaneous Gifts ............... .

1,102.90

25,340.42

TOTAL •......................••....... ·· ·

$153,624.14
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The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving made it possible
for the College to install needed motion picture equipment in
the auditorium by a generous contribution of $5,000.
The Edwin P. Taylor, III, Scholarshi_p Fund was increased by
$1,250 and the Charles T. Easterby Scholarship Fund by $3,000
through the generosity of the original donors. A bequest of
Frank D. Wooclruff, '83, provided $37,410 for the Frank D. Woodruff General Purpose Fund in addition to the Frank D. Woodruff Class of 1883 Alumni Fund of $20,000, which we received
from his estate last year. The will of Mrs. Eliza W. Valentine of
New York, formerly of Hartford, established the Porter Memorial
Fund in the amount of $25,000 to be used for general purposes,
and an additional distribution from the estate of John Sabine
Smith, '63, added $10,000 more to the John Sabine Smith Fund.
Mr. Isidore Wise contributed $10,000 to the Isidore Wise Fund.
In addition, distribution was received from the estate of Margue. rite Fairfax Buffington in the amount of $35,019 during the year
to establish the Joseph Buffington Fund, which was reported last
year without a dollar amount.
.
Words are but wooden instruments in attempting to express
how much the generosity and faith of these benefactors mean to
Trinity. Without such gifts, the College would decline, wither
away, and eventually be forced to close its doors.
SUMMARY
Could the Bishop speak from his statue, from whence he has
watched another year of Trinity life flow past, I trust that he
would report that the College's 126th year represented continued
service to young men and continued progress in the effort to maintain and improve this service. A large number of students were
taught. The faculty and administrative staff gained both in
experience and throu~ capable additions. The curriculum was
improved, two new badly needed buildings were put into operation, and the alumni played an increased part in the affairs of
the College. The financial wolf was kept outside the door althou@
he still lurks "Neath the Elms". Whether the 1>rogress was maae
as much as could, or should, have been maae in view of the
many opportunities available is a judgment which cannot be made
for some time. At least Trinity has continued to go forward. To
the generous friends of the College, the Alumni, the Trustees,
the Executive Committee, the Faculty, and the Administrative
Staff, I am most grateful. Their devotion to an ideal, their hard
work and team play have made possible the results achieved.
G. KEITH FUNSTON,
July I, 1949.
President.

